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BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY CODE OF CONDUCT 

220. Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce and 
Industrial Relations: 

At a Housing Industry Association forum held on 23 February 2017, attended by representatives of the building 
industry, Hon Kate Doust, Hon Fran Logan and Hon Rita Saffioti claimed that a McGowan Labor government 
would protect the interests of subcontractors in the industry. A Labor member, who took credit for having 
championed the interests of subcontractors against unethical behaviour, was asked whether a McGowan 
government supported the Barnett government’s “WA Building and Construction Industry Code of Conduct 
2016”, published in December 2016, but told the forum, to general surprise, that she had not yet read it. Given its 
purported commitment to protecting the interests of building industry subcontractors — 

(1) Has the McGowan Labor government now got around to reading the code; and, if not, why not? 

(2) Does the McGowan Labor government support the code; and, if not, why not? 

(3) Has the McGowan Labor government, through any of its ministers or representatives, received 
representations from unions regarding the code, and what were those, and from whom? 

(4) If the government does not support elements of the code, are those elements ones to which unions take 
exception? 

(5) If the government does not support elements of the code, are those elements ones the government 
considers to be contrary to union interests? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The following information has been provided to 
me by the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations. 

(1) Yes. 

(2) The government is in the process of implementing its election commitments to better protect 
subcontractors in the building industry. Consideration will be given to using new and existing 
instruments to achieve the outcome. 

(3) The “WA Building and Construction Industry Code of Conduct 2016” has been raised by the 
Master Builders Association and the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union in relation to the 
code’s implementation and application. 

(4)–(5) See answer to (2). 
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